[image: image1.png]HmilteIrecy
CENTRAL EUROPE






Project summary / information sheet
InSMART Beyond
Basic information
· Targeted funding programme: INTERREG Central Europe Programme 3rd Call for Proposals
· Call deadline: 25 January 2018

· Priority axis 2, “Cooperating on Low Carbon strategies in central Europe”; focus on specific objective 2.2, “Improve territorial based low-carbon energy planning strategies and policies supporting climate change mitigation”

· Estimated project duration: 3 years (starting from January 2019)

· Funding rate: 80-85 %

· Budget: approx. 2.8€ M for 9 partners

Background and objectives
Sustainable energy city planning allows for municipalities to conceive long investment cycles, dealing with the integration of power, heating, cooling, transportation and water sectors. By following this approach, cities become able to solve technical issues which are particular for every community, as well as accounting for Sustainable Energy Action Plans, strategies, budgets and more.
Within this line, the ‘InSMART – Integrative Smart City Planning’ methodology was successfully tested within the Seventh Framework Programme – Energy (FPY7-Energy) of Horizon 2020, establishing and implementing a comprehensive methodology for enhancing sustainable planning which addresses the current and future city energy needs through an integrative and multidisciplinary planning approach. By involving relevant stakeholders and analysing future building and transportation needs, by using GIS tools and the Times model for scenario analysis, and by discussing the project results with local politicians, the methodology was used to develop municipal energy plans in four cities of the EU: Nottingham (United Kingdom), Cesena (Italy), Évora (Portugal) and Trikala (Greece).

To achieve its results, the InSmart project used several methods and tools for collecting data — on buildings, the transport sector, the development of urban spaces, water and sewage system, municipal solid waste management and other sectors — thus obtaining robust modelling results and developing realistic and implementable energy plans.
Moreover, Central Europe has significant potentials with regard to renewable resources, energy efficiency and other low carbon technologies and practices. However, the degree of exploitation of those resources varies largely: while the use of renewable energy is still low in several central European regions, some others show higher rates of exploitation. Despite the fact that in some regions considerable experience about renewable energy production and the deployment of other low carbon solutions already exists, the development and implementation of local and regional energy strategies and action plans is still at a low level. In this line, InSMART already proved its capacity to perform a thorough analysis of renewable energy and other low carbon technologies’ potentials in its original target cities using the GIS tools.

To this sense, the InSMART Beyond project will perform a bottom-up approach in four (4) selected cities from its partnership meeting specific demographic distinctions among them to test and prove the flexibility of the methodology at different scales. This bottom-up approach will allow the possibility to explicitly simulate projects and policies in the decision support system (in contrast with the downscaling scheme from national analyses).
The project will thus engage the cities (i.e. stakeholders, experts of the municipalities) in the design of alternative plans and the use of a multi-criteria technique. This approach will allow to deal with the existing expertise and needs of the different sectors in an “integrated” manner.

The key characteristics that will define the InSMART Beyond project stand for an approach that is:

· Integrated
· Participatory
· Bottom-up
· Open-sourced

· Low-cost

Therefore, in line with the objectives of the Central Europe Programme 2014-2020, the “InSMART Beyond” project will contribute to:
· Foster a low carbon strategy in Central European cities by jointly supporting the development of sustainable city energy planning to conceive long investment cycles, dealing with the integration of power, heating, cooling, transportation and water sectors. By following the InSMART methodology, cities will become able to solve technical issues which are particular for every community, as well as accounting for Sustainable Energy Action Plans, strategies, budgets and more.
InSMART will foster cooperation and synergies between key municipal stakeholders of the building sector and transport sectors, the development of urban spaces area, water and sewage systems, municipal solid waste management and other sectors, in order to obtain robust modelling results and develop realistic and implementable energy plans in four cities. The project will thus coordinate the activities of integrated modelling, as well as the tasks producing the inputs to the models, simulate the city projects and policies (inter alia, planning options, scenarios) and the multicriteria analysis.
Project activities and foreseen results:
· Workshops in partner countries on potentials of smart city energy planning

· Coordinate of activities of integrated modelling and the tasks producing the inputs to those models

· Data collection on the buildings sector, transport sector, development of urban spaces, water and sewage systems, municipal solid waste management, and other sectors
· Integrative and multidisciplinary planning approach by making use of the collected data for each city: Elaboration of Sustainable Energy Action Plans in four demographically differenced urban areas, in accordance to their expertise and needs
· Policy recommendations for stakeholders on how to achieve optimal sustainable city energy plans
Work Packages
WP 1: Project Management (Lead: REC)
WP 2: Urban Data Collection
WP3: Elaboration of Sustainable Energy Action Plans (Lead: E4SMA)
WP4: Policy Analysis and Recommendations (Lead: E4SMA)
WP5: Communication (Lead: REC)
Target Groups

· Municipal public authorities and policy makers
· Transport, building, water, waste management and energy clusters, and business support organisations

Partners currently involved in drafting the project proposal:

· Regional Environmental Center (REC), Hungary
· E4SMA, Italy
· The Centre for Sustainable Development of Energy, Water and Environment Systems (SDEWES Centre), Croatia
· Center for Environmental and Sustainability Research (CENSE), Portugal
Building and transport expert partners:

· Vienna University of Technology
· Energy-related building experts for the project
· AltaGo

· Transport-related experts for the project
Pilot Cities partners:
· Energiaklub, Hungary
· The Centre for Sustainable Development of Energy, Water and Environment Systems (SDEWES Centre), Croatia
We are trying to identify pilot cities partners from: Italy, Poland, Czech Republic, Croatia and / or Hungary.
 In particular, what we are looking for are cities which do not count with Sustainable Energy Action Plans (so for us to work with them in delivering them) and that meet any of the four following demographic criteria:
· >1million inhabitants
· >0.5 million inhabitants

· >0.1 million inhabitants

· <0.1million inhabitants
